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ASIAN INVESTORS AND AUSTRALIAN INFRASTRUCUTRE:                                        

TOWARD A FUTURE-PROOF PARTNERSHIP (VIDEO SCRIPT) 

Hello, my name is John Barry, Head of Capital Financing Asia for National 

Australia Bank. 

Like many other prosperous and fast-growing nations, Australia is increasingly 

facing infrastructure constraints, largely due to its rapidly growing, but ageing, 

population. Australia’s population growth is about three times that of China. 

There are multiple pressure points where additional capacity and more customer-

focused infrastructure are needed, including urban transport networks, water, 

energy and telecommunications. To address these gaps, Australia needs to do a 

better job not only of managing its current stock of infrastructure, but also 

planning for the years to come.   

Asian investors are well-positioned to play a critical role in the process.Investors 

from Asia have a long history of involvement in Australian infrastructure assets. 

And we believe there are multiple factors that are poised to drive a closer Asia-

Australia infrastructure partnership. 

The region is increasingly integrated through various trade and investment pacts 

that rely on infrastructure such as rail and ports. And Australia is viewed as a 

stable, open, and investor friendly country, all these things give Asian investors 

confidence to invest. 

And of course there is a substantial pipeline of projects. The Asia-Australia 

infrastructure partnership will be led by investors and will be customer-centric. 

The new approach will enable Australia to develop infrastructure as a service, not 

only a physical asset. It will not only meet investors’ goals, but also ultimately 

benefit end-customers and communities at large.  

We also see a fast-developing ecosystem of Australia’s infrastructure sector. It 

consists of businesses that build infrastructure, the people that deliver the 

services, domestic and Asian investors that invest in the projects, and the actual 

end-users. So the role of Australian banks goes beyond just financing 

infrastructure projects. We are critical in bringing together many players in the 

sector to collaborate and search for better outcomes. 

At National Australia Bank, we have a role to play in championing the system-

thinking and customer-centric approach to infrastructure development and 

funding, supporting an emerging, proactive customer voice, and contributing in 

the process to beneficial outcomes for all.   

To get more insight, please read our paper Asian investors and Australian Asian investors and Australian Asian investors and Australian Asian investors and Australian 

infrastructure: Towards a futureinfrastructure: Towards a futureinfrastructure: Towards a futureinfrastructure: Towards a future----proof partnershipproof partnershipproof partnershipproof partnership. It’s available on 

nationalaustraliabank.com. Thank you. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE                                                                                                                             

The information in this document is current at the date of publication but may be 

subject to change. Every effort has been made to ensure the information in the 

document is current, accurate and reliable. National Australia Bank (“NAB”) does 

not warrant or represent that the information in this document is free from 

errors or omissions or is suitable for your intended use. This document is not 

intended as an offer, recommendation or solicitation for the purchase or sale of 

any securities, financial instrument or product or to provide financial services. 

NAB is not giving advice and recommends that you seek independent advice 

before acting on any information in this document. Subject to any terms implied 

by law and which cannot be excluded, NAB accepts no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense (whether direct or indirect) incurred by you as a result 

of any error, omission or misrepresentation in or any reliance on any information 

in this document. You may download a single copy of this document for personal 

use, keep a temporary copy in your computer’s cache and where necessary for 

reference, make a single hard copy. Unauthorised use of document content may 

violate copyright laws.  

©2017 National Australia Bank Limited ABN 12 004 044 937 AFSL and Australian 

Credit Licence 230686 

 

 


